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Wasmmngron, Aug. 12.—The Hon, Thaddeus
Blevens died nt precisely 12 o'clook last night, at
his restdence in this city, on Capitol Hill. Simon
Blevens: Thuddeos Stevens, Jr., a nepliew; and
his housekeeper, Mre Bmith, were ot his bed-
glde; alvo Bister Loretta and Sister Genevieve, o
she Providence Hospital; Mi, J. Scout Patterson’
of the Interior Department; and the servants of
his houschold, Me passed awuy csalmly and
quictly, aud without a stxupgle,

The death of Mr, Stevens hus been lcoked for
at uny hour eluce Bunday., Yeolerday he re
morked to those around him that he was rapidly
plokiong, and bad po hope of ever resuming his
aconstomed sent in the Capltol, The calmneds
and even cheerfulness evipeed by him =0 long
as gpecch was left him, up to four o'clock Fus.
terday alternoon, was remacked by all, On
Monday he expressed considerable anxiety in

regurd to the stale of the country, induced
mainly perhaps by the current reports
of apprenended  troubles  in Louislangs
He expresges s stroug  desire  that Mp,
Johnsou might abstain from any measurss of a
character calculated to disturb the public tran.

quility, and hoped thut no necessity might arise
for the reassembling of Congress in September,
Yesterday ufteruoon he conversed with great
cheerfulpess aud animation, talking on a va-
riety of topics, and evincing a lively interest
in that which interested those sround him. In
conversation with Mr, Simon Stevens, about the
eame time, he referred to Mr., Evarts,
the mnew Attorney-General, in terms of
marked kindness and confidence. He con-
ginued to grow feebler darving the
afternoon, and st about 4 o'clock P. M. he
lost the power of specech, nnd from that time lay
quietly, without giving any indicatlons of suf-
fering. About ten minutes before his death,
gister Loretta requested the permission of bils
fricnds to perform the baptismal rite, and no
objection belog offered, the ceremony was per-
formed amid Impressive silence. To her who
performed this, the act undoubted'y appeared
one of great importance, and the edrnest and
affectionate devotion with which it was done

strongly affected those who witnessed f,
even those holdiog a diffterent fuith from
hers. It is worthy of mote that

the eisters, whose benevolent works had beea
g0 heartily seconded by the great departed in
furnishing aid, and lending his legislative etforts
in behalfl of the iostitution to which they are
attached, Providence Hospital, visited him
dally during his illoess, and manifested a devo
tion which showed how fully they appreciated
the charitable sud beneficent spirit which has
marked the life that was deawing so rapwdly to
& close.

This morning, Dr. S8haflen fest, of the Army
Medieal Mugeam, emoalmed Mr, Steveuns' body.
No defiule arrangement: pave been mada as
yet for his touneral and the removal of his re-
maivs to his home in Penneylvania., A large
number of personal friends called at his late
residence this morning; amonyg others belug
Benator Sumner,

THE LIFE AND PUBLIC SERVICES OF
THADDEUS STEYENS.
—— e
Just as the clock struck twelve last night
Thaddens Stevens expired. 1o poor health for
monthe past, his death wonld at no time doring
8 year have greatly surpri-ed his friends. Aud
yet such wasthe iron will of the man, 90 bravely
snd stoutly did be combat the encroachments of
physical deeny, that be appenred elevated above
the ills that fesh is heirto, and the apnounces
ment of big deccwse bas ereated as profound o
sensation as ifthe hand of death bad fallen apon
aman in the full vigor of middle lite, Imme
dintely after the adjournment of Congress for
the reccss Mr, Eteyens began his preparations
for a vialt {o his jron furpaces in the western
part of Peunsylvavia, alter which It was hi®
intention to have made his customary summer
sojourn &t Bedford Bprines, and then to have
regorted to his home st Lancaster for a few
weeks of retirement and repose, Beiore he could
put this plan in execution he was suddenly pros-
trated, aud fora few days s llle was again
despaired of, Rallying again, he agaiu began
his preparations for departing from the capitals
but only to be arrested by the sudden summons
which I8 no respecter of persons; which pays
no regard o the wishea of thoss whose wil|
is a luw unto their tellow~men, The last hour
of the Mustrious statesman Is described us one
of perfect trunquility, Surrounded by his phy-
gicians and the members of his housebold, he
pessed percelully away at the midaight hoar,
and fo-day there is a blank in the page of

hastory.
Thaddeus Htovenn' Early Life,

Thaddens Btevens, toe son of Joshua Steveuns
and Barah Morill, was a native of Vermout,
having been boro in the towu of Danville, Cale.
donia county, iu that State on the 4th of April,
1782, snd had thercfors atisined the age of
seventysix years snd four monilis at the time of
his death. Alter due preparation bhe entercd
the Upiversity of Yermont, at Burlingion, re-
malng n student st tont jostitution ootil 1813,
when ils doors were closed in consequence of
the occupntion of the town by the British
troops. The seene of his studies was then
transierred 1o Dartmouth College, where he
gradusied In 1814,  His purents being in mode-
rate ciroumstances, he was obliged frequently
to wtermit hls college studies to obtalu the
WeRps 1o Fesume them, and ne soon #s Le had gra-

duated he removed Yo a more sctive feld,
selecting York, in this Btate, as the starting point
in life, He commenced reading law with David
Cnmet, & prominent practitioner at the York
county bar, at the same time being obliged, by
his stratlened pecuniary clrcomstances, to en-
gage in teachbing the worough seademy. By
day und by night he thus labored in his double
sphere, displayiog that rare energy and maaterly
devotion to whatever he had in hand, which
wans one of the moat striking characteristics of
hie aiter-life. Notwithstanding the division of
his time and studies, he was fully prepared for
practice in two yests. At the outset of his pro-
lestional eareer, however, he found sn obstacle
in his path, The members of the York county
bar, with the design of preventing his admis,
sion, bad formally resolved that no one should
be recoguized s & lawyer who had been pure
suing any other calling while engaged in pre.
puring for the bar. Mr. Btavens pald little
heed to this jenlous actisn, but passed over the
border into Maryland in 1816, entered his name
for examination, was found fully qualited and
admitted Lo the bar in that State; aod with the
credentials thus obtained at onee presented his
claims to admission in York ecounly. They
ecould not ressonably be offset, and he was duly
admitted to practice in the State of his adoption
it the age of twenty-four. Devoting himeself at
first almost exclusively to the duties of his pro-
fession, in which he achieved & fair reputation
and copsiderable success, several years elapsed
betore he entered upon that illustrious po'ities!
carcer which culminated in his attaining the
most prominent posgition in the counclls ol the
Lution,
fils Leginlative Caresr,

In 1833 he was elected to the Stute Legislature
from Adums county, &nd was subsequently
roturned in 1834, 18356, 1837, and 1841, His
carcer in the councils of bis adopted State pre-
senfe & vers marked recemblauce to that in
the Nationul Couveress, At Harrlsburg Thad
deus Btevens held the same dominsnt—almost
domiveering—position which he achieved in
Congrese. The polities o Pennsylvanla dur.
ing the decade from 1830 to 1840 were in &
frightiul tungle, which it 18 extremely difficalt
to undergtund, sud still more difficalt to un"
ravel to such an extent theat those of the present
day who were not then living can grasp any-
tbing more thau their leading points, In their
dizzy whirl, Thaddeus Bteveus was perfectly at
heme, possessing as he did, and a¢ he has still
wore fully exhibited in Congress, the great ele
ments of succees lu times of intense exeitement.
He was elected to the Legislature as a Whig;
but althoueh he was ever a most uncompromis-
ing sutagonist of the Democratle party, he ent
couutered for a time a strong opposition In the
ranks of his own party, aricing trom his decided
enmity to Freemasonry, and everyihiog and
everybody which pertained to it.

His Warfare Agaimat Magonry,

At the begivning of this period the political
complexion ot Pennsylvama was more decidedly
Democeratic than that of eny other State in the
Uslon. The overwhelming majority by which
General Juckson carrled the State Iin 1828 ap-
peared to have given the Democrats & perma-
neot ascendancy in the affairs of the Common-
wealth, Buot aboot the year 1832 the Democratic
supremacy sustainod n severe shock in conse-
quence of the anti-Muson excitement. This new
insue, a5 was the case in New York, soon lost
ite merely soclzl bearing, and wssumed all the
proportious und importance of a great political
question. Tho most intense and bitter feeling
was engendered, and many districts of the State
were compietely revolutionized by It In their
po.itical aspect,

The connection of Thaddeus Stevens with this
agitution was the most imporitant point in his
early political history. He hated Free Masonry
with an intensity which fairly rivalled that of
John Quincy Adams, while he opposed it with
an eagrnceiness which left the “0ld Man Elo~
quent” entirely in the background. The breach
in the Democratic ranks became wider and
wider, from 1895 to 1838, and at last calminated
iu their presenting two caudidutes for Governor,
when Ritner, the anti-Mason Whig candidate,
slipped inlo office between them. Theddens
Etevens became the leading spirit of Governor
Hitner's administration, and was the head and
front of a grand crusade aeninst Masonry, in
the shape of & legisiative inquisition into ite
affuire. The prosecution was conducted with
unexgmpled vigor, bat the defense was equally
stubborn, and, in the end, successful. Prinei-
pally through Mr. Stevens’ counsels, the most
prominent Masons of the Blute were subpeenaed
and summonped to Harrlsburg, amopg them
being the late George M. Dallas and the Hon,
Joseph K, Chandler, of this city, Men ef this
standing were put upon the wituess’ stand and
commanded to divoige ull the secrets of their
organization. This they boldly and emphati.
cally refused to do, nod their digmifed demeanor
sud outspoken remonstrances gained for them
the victory, Foronce in his career Thaddeus
Btevens was balked in his purpose,

1o 1836 he was elected n member of the Con-
yvention which fismed the State Constitution of
1847, and n 1838 he was appointed a Cansl Com-
misgloner,

KHis Oaresr In the Comstitutionsl Com~

vemtion
wae 8 very promivent one, The Convention
asrembled on the 2d of May, 1887, and from the
tirel Mr, Bteveus acquired marked distinetion
for the broad and lhberal views which he ad-
vapnced on all guestions concernine the best
jnterests of the Stute, sssuming the leadership
of euch of {8 membera ns were in sgreement
with him,
His Advocoaney of Hqual Rights.

Even at that early day, when to express the
slightest sympathy with the colored roace was
ulimoet equivalent to political osiraclam, the
oppressed Alrican tound in him a determined
pdvoeate, On the 9th of June a resolution was
introduced luto the Convention, providing for
the appoiotment of & Committee 1o inquire into
ihe expediency of so amending the fundamental
law of the Btate as to prohinit in future the
emigration fnto Btate of fugitives from slavery:
and even of free persons ol color, He at
ovce assnlled the leaders of this proscriptive
movement with all the fire and energy of his
soul, nnd succeeded In defesting the passage ol
the resolution,

On another point be was equally decided.
When ihe Eonvention came to the consideration
of the militin eystem, Mr. Btevens plupged into

Hic excitiog debate, walntaloleg that, W twe of

peace, no citizen should be compelled to hear

arms; but that, in time of war, every able.

bodied man should be required to perform

military duty, or pay & monclury equivalent tor

exemption,

His Champlonship of the Public School
System,

His chiefenergies in the Convention, however,
were devoted to the perlection aud advocsey of
our pregent admirable public school system,
Governor Woll, a Democrat, is entitled to the

credit of being in the main, the originator of
this syatem; but to Thaddeus Stevens we are

indebted for its final triumph., The basis of the
echool system had been established .y an act of
the Legislature during Governor Wolt’s admini-
stration; which closed with the yeur 1835, nearly
two years previous to the assembling of the
Constitutional Convention. Assoon as it became

encountered from the first was redoubled, and
w0 strong was the prejadice against it thut a
large majority of the members of the succereding
Legisluture were pledged to its unconditional
repea'. Their triumph was at hand, when, M
the month of April, 1836, Thaddeus Stevens
arose in his place and pronounced an oration of
unequailed eloguence which turned the tide of
opluion and eaved the honer ol the State. Ia
the course of this masterly effort Mr, Bteyens
sald:—

*‘In giving this law Lo poaterity vyon sel the partof
the phusniuropisi, by bestowlug upon the DOOr a8
well @s LLo rich the gronlest enribily boon wihich the
are capwole of receiving: yun not the part ol toe phi-
lesopher by polnting, If you do ook lead them, ur he
Ll of solence; yuu wol the unrt 0 bhe Lero, 1 lL be
Liue, a8 Yol Bay ., bhat pulguhr voogeanoe follows close
ppun your jontslens, ere, Lheu, Il you wish srue
wgululu. i* m thealre ln which you way scquaire i,

il renders Lhe same of Socrales Innmortal, out bis
love of the human Mmolly, exhioied aoder all
chicumstauees, mod In coulemplt of every dan-
er?  Bul coursge, evon wilo kot litile benevo-
enes, may oconfer lusting resown. It is this
which AKePE 018 DOW Wilh IDVOINULATY Fespect al lhe
pawes 0f Napoleon,of Cssar, aud of Richard of the
Looo Hearl, Hut what eartbly glory i bhers vqual ia
lusire sud durativn 10 Lhal coulérred by educaiion?
Whet elsecou'd Lave bestiuwed auch réenown upon
the philusc pherathe posia,the sintesmen, sod OF sors
oracugnity? What else could have conferred such
uudlsputed applavse Dpou Arlswotle. Dswmosibenss,
a1 @ Homer—an Virgll, Horace, sand Olcers? aAnd ls
learning lesa luterestiog and Lmportast cow bao i
WS In cenlurles past. wien those statesmen and ora-
lurs charmed aud ruled empires with their elo.

nence ,

b *L @b ull, therefore, who woull sustala the oharac-
ter of the philosopher and phlispthropist, sumiain
this law, Those »ho wonld add Lhereto the glory ot
the hero, can acquire It here; 10r Im Lhe pressus siale
of fesling In Peunsyivavis, 1 am wlillog te admit
that bu Tllt-.o Jeus dnngeroud Lo the pubiic man is (be
war-clu mﬁuruc ol savage lynoraove, \han Lo
the Non-benrt Hichard wias the keen ssimetar of
the HSaracen. He whe wonld sppose Iy either torough
nabiiny o comprehend the advaninges of ral
education, or from unwllllugnens L0 bas<Low them on
all hin fellow-citizonn, even to the lowest and the

rest, or from dread of pepular vesgeance, ssems
o me 1o wast elther the head of the punl-uugher. the
heartof the philanthropist, or the nerve of the hero.”

Governor Well, who was doubly opposed to
Mr. Blevens politically, being a leadiog member
ol the Masonie fraternity, as well as a stout
Democrat, was still such & devoted Irlend to
popular education that his hearl was completery
won by Mr. Bievens' suceesaful advocacy ol the
cause in which both took such s deep interest.
He at once summoned Mr, Steveas into his pre-
gence, and when the chumpion of popular edu.
cation entered the apartwment of the Governor,
the latter fell vpon his neck aod poured forth
bis thanks ju broken tones and tears.

but, although the cuouse ol popular education
had thus pained ndecided vigiory over ignorance
and prejudice, the spirit of opposition to it was
not yet dead, and in the Constitutional Conven-
tion it sctusted a large and powerfal faction
who were Im favor of establishing » marked
distinotion between the rich and poor. Thad-
deus Blevens stood up munfully o the canse of
the latter, and earnestly oppesad any aund every
attempt ot brandivg as pawpers the children of
poverty aud declaring them to be unworthy of
the sdvaniages of a free education. He main-
taiped that it should be made the duty of the
Legisluture to proyide for the establishmeut of
such free schiools threughout the Commduwealth
us wight be veeessury to afford ample opportu.
nity to all. He advocated the docirine thay
every child in the State, whether of rich or poor
parentage, should be emtitled 1o as liberal au
education ue could be given gratuitously in s
well arranged and thoroughly elasified school
system; while the ¢fforls of those who favered
the establisbment of a separnie system for the
sole ndvantage of paupers were lar from re

w ew

ceiving his symputhles, and were earnesily de-
nounced.

In connection with Mr. Stevens’ course in
reference to the public school system, an inter-
esting and characteristic snecdote is told, Asit
hag never appeared in print we give place to it
here, to ustrute the generous impuolses of a
man who has frequently been accused of a total
lack of that quulity., A certain lady was go
plessed with Mr, Stevens' exertions in behalf of
the tehool system thst she commemorated them

inashort poem, This came under the notice of Mr,
Blevens, who deciared 1v 1o be u gow of 118 Klud,

Bubsequently his atiention was again directed
to the poem by a prominent justice of ounr
Bupreme Court. Mr. SBtevens expressed his
hearty apprecistion of tbe compliment, and
lnquired what wounld be s fitting response on

| his part, Hig fmend ioformed him that the
the law of the State, 1he oppesition which it had | ¥

author of the lines was the owner of & farm
which was heavily morigaged, and that she
was upable 1o clear off this incumbravce. He
then sugpested that Mr. S8tevens might satisfy
the clatme of the mortgage and present the

| release to the lady.

O1'1 do it!” reeponded Mr, Stevens, promptily,

and he was as good as his word.
His Upposition to Henry Clay,

Although Mr. Stevens was always an uncoms-
promiecing opponent of technical Demoeracy,
aud & thorough-going advocate of the lesding
doctrines of the great Whig party, he was still
more of an anti-Ma on thun & Whig, and from
bis decided convictions on this subjecs, taken 1u
conpection with his anti-slavery proclivities, he
was brought into antagonism with the national
leader of the party, and strenuously opposed the
claims of Henry Clay upon the Presidency, both
in 1840 and {u 1844; for the reason that Clay was
a royal Arch-Mason, as long as Masonry con-
tinued & vital issue, and after that beeanse of
the latter's associations and sympathies with the
pro-slavery party. But he placed too great a
stress upon the necessity of party discipline to
permit himself Lo oppose the election of Mr.
Clay when he had once received the endorse-
ment of the political organization with which

le acted.
His Removal to Lasoaster.

On the expiration of his last term of office as
a member of the Biate Legislature, in 1843, Mr,
Stevens removed [rom Adams county to the
city of Lancwster, where he resided duoriag
the remsinder of his life, mamntaining, also, &
separate establishment 1n the eity of Washington
durivg bls Coneressionsl carear, After this event
seversl years were again devoted princlpally to
the practice of his professien; mnd it wasnot
until 1848 that ho agan eppesred prominently
in political life,

His Fivat Congressionnl Carcer,

Tn that year he was elected s member of the
House of Representatives of the Thirty-first
Congress, His advent upon this new and
broader stage was beheld with anticipations of
fallure by his enemies, and not without some
mugivings by bis friends. Tt was thought by
those who had not yet learned the strength of
the man, that he would there be completely
overshadowed, and that his local renown would
be of no nvall, 85 far as his ability to command
an influential position was concerned. Perbups
they were not mistaken In the result, but his
fallure resulted from other causes than his weak-
pess, Havipg committed himself to the anti.
slavery movement, at the very outsel of the
sgitution of the questions connected with the
Wilmot Proviso and the compromise measures
ol 1860, Mr, Btevens becume the leader of that
wing of the suti-Democratic party in his
nelghborheod, known as the “Wooly-heads"” in
distinction from the ‘‘Silver-greys,” who sup-
ported the polioy of President Flllmore. This
couree greatly jmpaired hig streugth with the
people of his district, and, although he seeured
a repomination and & re-election in 1850, in 1882
he was practically deleated for the former, and
again forced into compurative retirement,

His Becond Uongressiomal Onreer,

But in 1858 be sgain becawe a candidate for

Congress and was successively retarned to the
House of Represeniatives at every electioa up
{0 1866, Iu the following tabie are given the

nm:n of his competitors, aud the votes onst for
eaoh:—

Year, Republican, Demoorat,. M= .
1858.....Blevons, 9518 Hoprins, 8341 ”;.1:':"2
1860.....8tevens, 12061 Boattering, 470 12,404
1863.....81evens, 11,174 Bieinman, 0450 4.5
1464......8Levens, 1) 804 Nortb, T4 4 4490
108..... Stevens, 14 208 Reynolds, 8675 5,62

With his second entrance into the Congres-
slonal arena commenced that wonderful career
which 1s certainly withont & parallel la the his-
tory of our country., The great ctisis of the
century was at hand, snd with 1te advent Thad-
deus Stevens again displayed those remarkable
qualities which had at one time made the
Leghtlature of Peunsylvania a mere creature of
his will, His tewperament was that of a leader
—a dictator, rather—and slowly but surely he
progressed, step by slep, into & position which
gave him the thorougn command of his party
in the pational halls of legislation. On the
n:sembling of the Toirty-seventh Congress, In
1861, the position of Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Wayes and Means—tbe acknowledged
leadership of the House—was tendured him by
Bpeaker Grow, and he was continued in it by
bpeaker Collax duning the term of tne Thirty-
eighth Congress. To follow his nominal stand.
ingto the end of his career, it is necessary ag
this point to touch upon

His Fimancial OJourse.

The flnuneirl policy of the nation ia in the
hauds of the Committee on Wuys and Means,
and, as an wlmost universal rule, {s shaped by
the mnjority of its members, the Chairman
holding fur more power than that couterred by
his mere casting vote. Tt is therefore impera®
tively necessary that this committee should
represent the prevsiling sentiment of the ma-
jority ot the House. In superintending the
organization of our intrieate aystem of intornag
taxation he displayed a 1ar-reachiog statesmans
ghip; and in becoming its champion at the risk
of utterly wrecking his popularity with un over-
burdencd people, he exhibited s dauntless
courage which must command the respect of
the world for all thne,

Bul during the debates of the Thirty-ecighth
Congrees it became evideut to his Republican
colleagues that bis views on maoy vital poiuts
were not altogether in aceord with those of a
majority of the party iu Congress. Tue Hon
John Wentworth expressed the prevailing dis-
trust in a epecch, 1 the course of which he said
to Mr. Stevens, in substance, “We will tollow
wherever yon lead on the question of recon
struction; but in financlal matters we do not
covsider you sound.,” The main poiut on which
“the great Commouer™ diverged trom the line o,
policy marked oat by his Republican colleagues
was in the presentation and advocacy of certuin
finuncial measures which were o visionary and
impracticable that the party would have been
wrecked by their ndoption, We need ouly eite
as an example the famous act regulating the
eale of gold aud prohibitiog its exportation,

which, instead of diminishing the premium on
tho pracious metal, semt b up with o rush,

On the 20th of February, 1862, when the
House was consldering the proposition of the
Senate to make the interest on our bonds and
noles payable in gold, Mr. Steveus, at that time
Chairman of the Committee on Ways and Meaus,
moved to include *also™ payments to officers,
soldlers and sallors in the Army and Navy of
the United Btintes, and for all supplies for the
sald Government,” which was rejected by a
vote ol 67 to 72, He then voied with the mi«
nority of the Kepublican members ugalnst the
Benute proposition, which prevuiled by a vote of
88 to 55.

The vugaries of Mr. Btevens’ financial policy
were also fnlly exhibited In aloug and elabo-
rate letter addressed to Johu Gyger, Ksq., a
prominent baoker ot Launcaster, ¥riten under
date of November 4, 1867. In this letter he
showed that he was entirely in accord with the
Pendleton theory of the nature of our obliga-
tion to the nationsl creditors. In reference to
the ‘'"five-twenties” he sald:

“When the LI waa on 1ts finsl pusiage the questlon
wh expressly saked of whe Chalraias of the Goms
mitlee on Ways and Menus, aud s expressly au-
swered by bim, thiat only the intorest wea payandle o
culn, But every fostrament apesks for Lsel! apd
when Ivis silent opoa the subyscs od ourraacy, 1t Is
always made payable In money, which meaos che
legal-tender of the country.'”

Forther on in this eplstle Mr, Btevens wrote:—

“What would be toe differencs in effeot between the
two modes of paylng the public oredl.ors—i0 green-
backs, as the joaua iall due, or excinsively la coto—[
once bad & caloulation made, when I brooght lo & ol
:: MT? ﬂ“.n:ﬁt: mrlthlzopuwm (Indeed

ought In Lhree oy BAVE LWOo ur Lhree
blllluus thereby.) Buleach sesslon ibe ratile of Loe

o0ld room was muoeh looder thuo wost [ was plassed
call the volce of reason, and what I sl thlak
deserved that sppeliation,”

In the following parugraph he sels forth a
ratber curions reason for desiring & resurn to
specle payments:—

] observe Lhat reapectable New York papers have
for the lasl year or Lwo clarged mo wilh wianlng to
del the resumption ol specin payment. Tols s
whol ¥ fulee, | bhave been anxlous Lo resome Lhe nse
of culn as & legal tender exelusively, noi because it ls
Any botier as w token of debt, but because It hus been
adopled by mons of Lhe other civilizel natlons. Buot
1 do not wigh to resume by bresking the bones of every
manufecturer, mechanlc, and sgricoiturist tor the
bevelit of forelgn operators who have now thalr dxed
caplinl”

Finnlly, referring to the position of the
European creditor with relation to our bonds,
he snidi—

“dold was made (O porohase gresnbacks st the rate
of mpout 280 to s dollar. Bus suppose Liem Lo have
sold &t thnt time for 40 per cent.—whioh was the
highest, 1 tblok, they commanded- whal was the
ppersilon? Tae purcumser pald to-day 0 lo gold
for $1000, and next Monday, quarter day, reosivad the
juloredt on §1000 ln gola, aud o eversinoe; and now
cinlms thet when ihe privcloal talis due In & year or
two it shsll be pald 1o eolo

“Telsia wnlrshnr oall honor, consclencs lustlos,
tohrough the ce*tom of the country, snd ie'l the
jarrers of Americs Lhat they were bound Lo jav Lhe
money dealers uf Kurope this wuormous rete (0 suva
toeir properiy from desiruciion, and (e WOral men
ol New York avounsce you and meé and olpers ns
dishonorable robbers dnd swindlers If we do not lo
forty yemrs quadruole the capital of the Rothaoulids,
Go,esmiths, and other |args money deniers. I muasc
beg leave Lo Jodge for myself of Lils moostrons pro-
position, spd 10 nee wheiber I wm Dound 0 DBY &
more thau he demands whe, with plstol at my breas
commands me to stand snd deliver,"”

It was princlpally in consequence of the feel-

members of the House, that the labors pre-
viously incumbent wvpon the Committes on
Ways aud Menns were divided, at the opening of
the Thirty-vinth Congress; and a new standing
committee, that on Appropristions, was created,
with Mr. Btevens as Cbhairmav, a position to
which he was reappointed on the organization
of the Fortieth Congress, In ralsiog this com-
mittee, the laborious duties of the Committee
on Ways and Means, and the fuiling health of
Mr, Btevens, were meslgned as the liading
rensons; but, while these may bave had con-
siderable welght, the lack of confidence in hLis
financlal policy was undoubtedly the moving
CRUAE,
His Courne During the Rebelilon.

From first to lust Mr, Si%yens was an unflinche

Ing of distrust on the part of the Republican

ing advocate of the integrity of the Union, snd
evary vote cust by him during the progross of
the war was In favor of 1(s vigorous prosecution
to the end.

On the 24 of Deocember, 1861, Mr, Stevena
offered a preamble reciting that slavery was the
caure of the Kevelllon, avd there could be mo
solid und permunent pence in the republie so
long u8 \be fustitution existed; that slaves were
then veed ar an eexentinl means of supportin
und protractivg the war; and that the law o
nations nathorized tue liberation of an enemy's
tlaves a8 & means of weakenlog his power.
Appended was @ sevies of resolutions which
requested the President to grant frecdom to all
sluves who shonld lewve their masters, or who
shiould uid iv quelliog the Rebellion; and pledg.
g compeuration to all loyal citizeos for losses
sustgined uuder the operations of this measure,
It wus not pressed (o passnge at the time,

On the 2d ol Decomber, 1862, Mr. Btevens
offered » series of resolutions asserling the
lnwgrity and perpetnity of the Unlon, and
declaring Itubigh erime for aony person in the
cwpleyment ol the Government to propota
focepl, or advire the scoepuance of terms of
peace on any other basie, These resolalons
were nlso postponed lor futore consideration,

Ou the 8 ot December, 1562, .Mr, Steyens
bronght torward s measure entitled “An act
lo tnoemuliy the President, sud other persons,
for suspending the privilege of the writ of
fiabeas corpus, snd acts doue n pursusnce
thereol," which bill, vnler tae operntion of the
previons question, was pussed through all its
stuges on the sume duy. Againgt this measure
thirty-six members of the House attempted to
enter their solemn protest, charscterizing it ns
“a dehiberute, palpuble, aud dacgerous violss
tion of the Cousutution, aud therefore utlerly
null and youd,” The protest was tabled by a
vote of 75 to 41, and the blil Anully becams a
law, with shght modiuicstions, on the 3d of
Mareb, 1863,

On the 27th of January, 1843, Mr, Stevens ins
troduced o bl tor the eonlistment of 150,000

| volored soldiers, whitch bually pnssed the House

Pebruary 2, atter baving been modided by Its

|
wuthor, 0 thatno Lol was placed upon the

number ol the troops, except in the dlscretion
ofthe President, A proviso was also attached,
which prohubited any person of African descent
from being placed m commund over white
officers or soldiers.

During the discussion on the Conseription
acts, Mr, Stevens, on June 28, 1864, introduced
an additional section which was incorporated
with the bill then under consideration, as it
pasecd the House, providing *‘that nothing con-
tained in the act should be construoed to alter
or in any way eflect the law relutive to those
conscientionsly oppo<ed to bearing arms,"

He also took an active part in the measures
which resulted in the adoption by Congress of
the Constitutionai Awmcpdment abolishing
slavery throoghout the United States,

His Reconstruciion Polloy.

The key-note to Mr, blevers' course on the
great question of Recoustruction was glven In a
remurkable epeech delivered by him In the
House of Representustives, 1o the course of which
he declured, altbough the lste Chief Justice
Tuney had not at the ime been in his grave a
year, that “‘his opinions had dammed bim to
everlasting infamy, and, he feared, 1o everinst-
ivg flame,” Inthe same speech he expressed
his impatience with the Government for the
magnavimity shown by it in its attitude up to
that date towards the insurrectionary States,
and advoeated e acoption of the policy which
had been visited upou vanquished nations by
Rowe in the less civillzed epochs of her historys
The South be regarded as conquerced territory,
and, therefore, as subject in all things to the
will, wishes, and whims of Congress,

Notwithstanding the dis\rost with which his
finanoial schemes were viewed, by his straight-
forward and earnest course during the war,
after its termination Mr. Stevens shil enjoyed
the confidence of, or at least maintained his
supremwacy over, his Republican colieagues to
such an extentthat he secured the chairmanship
on the purt of the House of Representatives, of
the joint Commitiee on Recoustroction, ap-
pointed under the concurrent resolutions of
December 16, 1865,

By bis position and commanding inflacnee in
this committee, he did mwors towards shaping
the poiicy of Congress with regard to the lately
rebellious Btates than sny other man, On the
20th of February, 1866, he gave praciioal effect
to the sentiments mentioned above by intro-
ducing, by suthority of the Heconstruction
Committee, & concurrent resclution, providing
that po Senntor or Kepresentative should be
ndmitted from any of the States in insurrection,
“yutil Congress ahall have declared such State
entitled to such representation.” This resola-
tion passed the House by & vote of 109 yeas to
40 nays, uand the Benwte Ly 10 yeas 10 18 nays,

From that time forwsrd he was so \horoughly
identified with the Congresmonal policy at every
step that n sketch of his stormy career would
necessunly embrace sn outline of tho history of
the country during that exeiting period. At
times he was able to keep the majority of the
Honso with him, but now and then failed in
this; and then, with & wisdom that is entitled
to the name ol stalesmsoship, he spurred them
on as fast and as lar as they would go, sccept
fug all that he could gel, whan he could not get
all that he wished,

In the closing scencs of the great drama of
reconsiroction, Mr, Blevens was provented, by
hig extreme leeblencss, from taking a veryactive
part, But his privciples bad triomphed in the
muip, and he wus content with sitting by ns a
gllent spectator while his collesgues on the
Committee on Reconstruction guided the course
of the billa which successively readmitted to
1epresentation in Cobngress the Stales whiok
had been rehabilitated aiter the plan lald down
by im, Yet at times he still took an active
part, made several speeches, and watched the
whole proceeding with the keenest anxiely and
interest, A striking instance of his love of
exact justice and contormity to law was afforded
when, on the 17th of March last, he arose and

snld:—

*Mr. , After full exami of the retuma
fro:n“ ?rm.k:’l A 0ot asdsfied Lo & YOls on
thils blll sud pam't the Bale -fnlnlt our own Ia
While there is & difference of iwenty odd thousan
ngalpsas i, It -?:I::o: b:.dool .lﬂli:‘llllm 1: m

an wWou
m“tho onse, 1 move ine Le m.m--

Mr., Btevens' last speech of lmportance in

.gopnection with the pacification of the country
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